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Colonel SIDNEY'S 


SPEECH: 


Delivercd to the Sheriff on the 
Scaffold. 


En, Btetheren , Fathers, Countreymen and Strangers; 
It may be expected that I ſhould ſay ſome great mat- 
ters to you, butthe rigor? of the ſeaſon, and the in« 
firmity of my age, (increaſed bya cloſs impriſonement 
of aboye five month's) donot permitme. Moreover 
welive in an-age, that makes Truth paſs for Treaſon; Andas Idar 
not ſay any thing againſtit, ſo theears of thoſe that are about me 
will probably be found to tender to hear ir. This my Trial and 
$ Condemnation do ſufficientlyevidence. Weſt, Rumſey and Keeling, 
; whoare brought to ow the Plot, ſay no more of me than that 
"they know menot : But that ſome (cqually unknownto me ) had 
uſed my name, and the names of {everal other perſons, to give ſome 
litHe reputation unto theirdefignes. The Lord Howard 1s too in- 
famous by his life ,' and the many perjuries not to be _—_— , Where- 
of he hath been guilty to deſerve mention. And being but a- ſingle 
witndfs, his Teſtimony could be of no value, tho he had becn of 
unblemithied credit. Or had none ſeen, nor himſelf confeſſed, 
that the crimes committed by him, could be pardoned only for 
commirting more; And even.the pardon that was promiſed him, 
could not be obtained, tillthe Drudgery of ſwearing was over. Thus 
his Teſtimony being layd aſide, the whole matter isreduced to.the 
papers, ſaid to be fonnd in my OIgny the Kings Officers, withous 
2. any 
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any other proofof their being written by me, than what was taken 


from ſuſprion'uponthe ſimilitude of a band,, that is calily coun- 
terfcited, and which had heen lately declaredin the Lady Carr's caſe 
to beno lawful evidence in criminal cauſes. But it I had becn'ſeento 
write them, the matter would not be much alter'd. They plainly 
appear torelate to alarge Treatiſe written Jong lince in Anſwer to 
Filmers Book , which by all intelligent men is thought ta be 
grounded upon wicked principles hangs rnicious to Magiſtrates 
and People. It he.might publiſh unto the world his opinion , viz, 
that all men are born, under aneceſlity deriyed from the Laws of 


God/and' Nature to ſubmitt ro anablolute Kingly Government, I 


which could be reſtrained, by no. Law or Oath. And that he who 
hath the Power , whether he come unto it by Creation, Election, 
Inheritance, Uſurpation, or any other way , hath the R:zght. And 
that none muſt oppoſe his /i//, but the Perſons and Eſtates of his 
Subjeas muſt be1adi{penſably ſubjeftunto it. It he might publish 
ſucha Book? I know not I might not havepubliſhed m ” 


4 


nion tothe contrary without the breach of. any Law; . and as freely, - 


Right. That the moſt dangerous of all Enemies unto Kings, are 
they who raiſing their-pawer to an exorbitant height, allow 
Ulſurpers all Rights belonging to them. For uſurpations. bei 
dom compaſled without the ſlaughter of Reigning Perſons and! 
Family's; the worſt of Villanies ſhould thereby be rewarded with 
the moſt glorious Priviledges, That it ſuch Doctines were recei- 
ved, they. would ſtir up men to the deſtruction of Princes with 
more violence, than all the paſſions that have hitherto raged » the 
| carts 


(5) 
hearts of the'moſt anruly.” Thae-no: Magiſtrates could be lafe, if 
ſuch rewards were Renee 4 untoany that conld:deſtroy rhem.. That 
few mew would be fo gentle as to ſpare. eyen the: beſt, if by their 
deſitruttion, vile Vſurpers could become 'Gods anoimed, and by the 
moſt execrabl' wickedneſs inveſt themſclvres with that Divine Cha- 
rater. This is the Scope of the whole Treatiſe, and the Writer 
gives ſuch reaſons as at preſent did' occurr unto him toprove- it. 
This feeras to agree with the DoQtrines of the moſt renown?d: An. 
thors of all times, Nations: and | Religions. The: beſt and! wiſeft 
Kings have ever acknowledged it. The preſent King of France 


' hath declared, that Kings have that happy want'of power , thatthey - 


can do nothing. contrary to the Laws of their Countries , and 
grounded his. quarrel! with the King of Spain Anno' 1667. upon 
that principle. King James in his Speech tojtheParliament Anno 
1663. doth/in'the higheſt degree aflert it. The Scriptureteems to 
declare it. If nevertheleſs the H/ricer were miſtaken, he might 
have been refuted by Law, Reaſonand Scripture. No-man for fuch 
matters. was ever otherwiſe puniſhed, than by being made to fee 
hiserror.. And, it hathnot (as I think) been eyerknown, that they 
have been referred to the judgment of a jury, compoſed of men 
utterly anable ro comprehend them. Yetthisis burlitle of my caſe, 
the extravagance of my Perſecuters goeshigher. "The abovemen« 


I tioned Treatiſe was never finiſhed; nor could bein many years, and 
& -moſt prodelip would never have been. So much as is 'of it was 


written long (ince , never revieued, nor thown unto any mart.-Scarce 
the fiftieth part of it was produced, and the renrb-parrotitharwas 
not ſuffered to beread. That which was never ſhown unto thoſe 


kis Deſcendants unto Hugh Capet &c.is all applyed by inywends unto 
akdered that it ſuch Acts of State: be nor 
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the King. They have not co 
good 


| god, there is nota Kingin the'world that hath any Title to hi 


445 RS BA be It A. de 
by W's 4. rw tes 8.56 [- wg OL hee. 
LO ee Yak a df MS ” Ia a> 8 LY 4 LEW Ie 1 IE 
ve - - S, ” m RAE 
- 


PI 


of 7 
Crown. Nor can his Her: have any, unleſs He could deduce his 
pedigree from the eldeſt Son of Noah, and ſhew that the Succeſ- 
{ion had ſtill continued in the Eldeſt of the eldeſt Linie, and been 
ſo deduced unto him. Allmay ſce what advantage this would be to. 
all the Kings of the world , and whether that failing ,it were not 
better for them to acknowledg they had received their Crowns by 
the conſent of willing Nations, or-ro hayeno better Title to them - 
than Ulurpation and Violence, which by the ſame way's may be 
taken from them. - 

But I was long fince told, that Imuſt die, ortheplottdie. And - 
leaſt the means ras.” 37 fn the beſt Proteſtans inEngland ſhould - 
faile , the Bench -muſt+ -Alled with fuch-as ' had been blemiſhed 
at the,Bar. None'!but"ſuch-as theſe would have'adviced with the 
Kings Councel.of the means tobringaman todeath : luffered a jury 
to be empannelled by the Kings Sollicitor and the Vnder-Sheriff: 
Admit of jury men who are not Freeholders. Receive ſuch Evidence 
as.is above mentioned. Refuſe a py of the /nditmert, and not 
ſuffer the Stat.46. Ed.3. toberead, that doth expreſsly cnatt it 
ſhould ,in no caſe be denyed to any'man upon any vedulion what- 
ſoeyer. To overule the moſt .impgrtant Poings of Law without: 
hedring. And whereas the Srat. 25- Ed. 23. (upon which they ſaid- 
I ſhould betryed) doth reſerve unto the Parliament all- Con- 
ftruftion tobe made in poins of- Treaſon; they could aſſume unto | 
themſclres not-only a power tomake'Conftruftions, but ſuch Cons. 
ſtrudions as neither agree with . Law, 'Reaſen-, nor Common 
Sence. | vo UE 

By them. and their means, I'am-broughit untothis place. - The 
Lord forgive their praftices, and avert the evils that threaten the 
Nation Sk them. The Lord ſanGifie theſe my ſufferings. unto me 
andthol fallas aBacrifice unto the ---- /dols, {uffernor dell 
beeſtablished in-this Land. Bleſs thy people, andfav 1D 
fend thy awn' cauſe , and thoſe that defend it. Stire.uptſuch 
are; faint. Dire&-thoſe that are. willing, Confirm thoſe 
warer. Give Wiſdom and Integrity. unto All. Order all things 
ſo , as. may moſt redound;unto thine own Glory, Grant that I 
May dic Gloritying the for all-thy Mercies , and that, as the laſt- 
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thou haſt permitted me'to be ſingled out is a Witneſs of thy 
Truth, and even by the Confeſſion: of my. Oppoſors, tor that 
Old Cauſe, in which I was from may youth engaged , and for whith 
thou haft often and* wonderfully declared thy ſelf. © © 
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